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Message from the Executive Director: 

Greetings Met Family! 
 
 

I write this monthly to acknowledge and congratulate 

our students, teachers and families for the substantial 

growth we have seen in Reading and Math! The data is 

impressive and more than that we consistently hear from 

parents that they are seeing the progress in their children 

at home! Well done Metropolitan! - Kenneth Webley 

Quote of the Month: “If everyone is moving forward together, then success takes care of itself.” -  Henry Ford 

Message from the Principal: 

 

Greetings from the Principal’s Office, 
 

As you are aware, we have just completed our Parent-

Chats that were designed to explain our school-wide 

systems. We had some very important in-depth and 

transparent conversations and I would like to thank all 

parents who attended for joining us for these very fruitful 

meetings. It is also my privilege to continue giving you 

exciting news about the most recent addition to our Met 

Academic team; Ms. Sara G., our new Grade 5 Math 

teacher, and Ms. Jihane, our new Social Counselor who 

will work alongside Ms. Kenya (Met School Counselor). 

As for our students, Grades 4 – 6 students were able to 

proudly perform their performance-tasks and our 

youngest students (PreK) hosted their Celebrations of 

Learning. I am absolutely certain that parents who were 

able to attend these celebrations left as proud parents at 

the end of these presentations. - Markus W. Baloun 
 

March 5, 2018 (9:00 am – 12:00 pm): Fatherhood Coffee Morning Session for fathers only! 

March 6, 2018: Science Fair for G2 – G6 students only! 

March 18 - 22, 2018: Spring Break; NO SCHOOL! 

March 29, 2018: SLCs (Student Led Conferences); more information to come soon.  

Have a great March! 

 

http://www.metropolitanschooleg.com/


 
 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Met Corner Parents Corner 

Metropolitan School staff had the opportunity to attend 

several professional development sessions discussing 

different rubrics to drive instruction, bullying in school, 

creating positive classroom environment, active learning, 

and classroom management that positively works. “You 

cannot have students as continuous learners and effective 

collaborators, without teachers having the same 

characteristics” - Michael Fullan. 

 

In Early Childhood, we were happy to invite ‘Mystery 

Readers’ into our French classes. Parents and 

Grandparents signed up to surprise the class with                           

a special story time to read in French. Reading aloud to 

children, in any language, is the best way to encourage 

children to love reading themselves. It is one of the most 

important things a parent can do to promote literacy                 

at home! 

Students were given many opportunities to embody the Vision, Mission, and Values of their school while enjoying 

literacy. A Special Literacy Week Newsletter will be published next month highlighting the events and showcasing 

many of our students' work. Stay tuned! 

 

Library Corner 

The month of February culminated with Metropolitan’s 

third annual Literacy Week. The theme of this year’s 

event was ‘Family Literacy’ and ‘Bedtime Reading’. 

Family Literacy is how families interact with literary 

material in the home and while together. Home habits, 

such as reading WITH your child, are the best way to 

increase a child's reading level, and snuggling up with      

a book in bed is a great way to end the day (at any age!). 

The Read-a-Thon Charity Fundraiser was one event 

that encouraged Family Literacy while raising money 

for those less fortunate than ourselves. At school during 

Literacy Week there was also a Book Fair, Writing 

Competition, Mystery Reader visits, Pajama Day, and 

many more curricular classroom activities focused on 

Literacy!   



 
 

  

 

                                                   
 
 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Flash News 

Metropolitan School hosted its second annual Back-to-School 
Night on October 13th to acquaint parents with our curriculum 
and instruction program as well as to introduce aspects of our 
specialty subjects. It was also an opportunity for our parents to 
learn more about their teachers and classroom rules. We 
would like to express a special thank you to all of the parents 
who attended the Back-to-School Night and contributed to       
a productive and enjoyable evening. 

During Module 1, fourth-grade students learned about 
poets and poetry. Throughout the module study, students 
determined the characteristics of poetry and considered 
what inspires writers and poets. After completing the 
novel, ‘Love That Dog’, students considered the poems 
they read and which inspired them the most. They then 
selected a poet to study more deeply. Parents were then 
invited to a three-part performance task, a Poet’s 
Performance, in which students read aloud a poem by 
their selected poet, shared an essay about the poet, and 
read the original inspired poem. 

Grade 3 students enjoyed their latest trip to Al Azhar 
Park. It was a chance for them to study organic forms by 
going on a nature trail and looking for interesting forms to 
study and draw. Once they collected their subjects from 
the huge array of plant life, they drew them using negative 
mark making, print making and zoomed in pencil 
drawings. Our artistic students, then took a stroll to 
observe the panoramic views across Cairo, sketched                    
a landscape and settled in to draw the restaurant building 
using the continuous line technique. Lunch was served in 
the stunning restaurant where they had three courses of, 
main, salad and fruits. The day ended with a last exercise 
that was by far the best, as they walked to the lakeside and 
painted the iconic structures of the Citadel and Old Cairo 
Mosque.  

Our sixth-grade students delivered their first Performance 
Task to their parents! Students were tasked to create their 
own hero and write a narrative that followed through the 
stages learned in the informational text ‘The Hero's 
Journey.’ Throughout this module, students were 
involved in a deep study of mythology, its purposes, and 
elements. Students read Rick Riordan’s ‘The Lightning 
Thief’, a high-interest novel about a sixth-grade boy on               
a hero’s journey. In groups of three, students had a chance 
to share their magical hero’s narratives with their 
classmates and families. 

During our third annual science week, students enjoyed 
making a lot of simple experiments. They made lip balm 
using simple ingredients with which they are familiar. 
Students also experienced how Vaseline changes from 
solid to liquid by heating it, and how liquids take the 
shape of the containers they are added to. According to 
the fact that water doesn’t mix with oil, our young 
learners enjoyed observing how food colors mix with 
water but water can never mix with oil no matter how 
hard they try shaking. They also learned how to blow up               
a balloon using vinegar and baking soda realizing that it 
was much more fun than using their own breath! 



 
 

  

Flash News 

February 21st marked the celebration of the 100th day of 
school! Most classes worked on different activities and 
projects throughout the days prior to the day. Projects varied 
between counting, painting and glass making. A huge thank 
you to all teachers that did these amazing projects with their 
students.  

 

During module 2, KG2 students built on their literacy and 
science skills as they engaged in a study of the weather 
through various informational texts. They even created                       
a class weather journal and tracked their individual learning 
in a meteorologist’s notebook. After listening to ‘The 
Snowy Day’ by Ezra Jack Keats, KG2 students used the 
book as a mentor text for their performance task. They 
planned and wrote an imaginary narrative about how the 
weather on a particular day affected what a person wore and 
did. The students revised, edited, and practiced reading their 
original narratives in preparation for sharing them with our 
sixth-grade students. 

During our basic computer skills CCA, our students have the 
opportunity to gain the skills and confidence to take 
advantage of all that computers and the internet have to 
offer. The overall objectives are for students to: Learn basic 
principles of using Windows operation system. Learn basic 
computer and keyboarding related vocabulary in English. 
Practice basic keyboarding and mouse use. Be able to access 
the Internet, and be able to find information on the Web. 
Learn basic word processing skills with Microsoft Word and 
finally to acquire a basic understanding of Microsoft 
PowerPoint. 

On behalf of Pre-K Coral Class, we would like to thank 
Met Chief Engineer Bakr and his team for their cooperation 
and amazing presentation on wood to our students. The 
workshop was ready and set up nicely for the appropriate 
use of children. The students enjoyed it and learned about 
what we can make out of wood, what tools could be used, 
and got to experience for themselves. 

In our CCA Robotics class, students begin by building                      
a simple robot and gradually grow their skills into building 
more complex versions throughout the rest of the 6 levels.  
To start with, they learn the basics of programming and the 
different kinds of sensors, in terms of how they work and 
how to use them in different applications. They will then be 
able to make advanced programming to assign the robots to 
do tough missions and try to win challenges. At the final 
stage, they will learn to make a remotely controlled robot to 
use it in different missions. 



 
 

  

 

Egyptian Values 

Character Education 

In honor of the month of love and friendship, our school 
recently celebrated ‘Random Act of Kindness’ week. 
This event helped us reinforce Met’s ‘Kindness’ pillar. 
Our students were challenged to perform an act of 
kindness each day. The challenges ranged from writing    
a thank you note to someone in school to simply sharing 
a toy with another student. Kindness is not only                         
an important skill to learn but it also has some health 
benefits. Research suggests that kindness can increase 
happiness and energy, while reducing stress and anxiety. 
Thank you to all students, families and staff for 
supporting this event. While this was a one week event, 
we will continue to encourage our students to exercise 
kindness every day within the school and their 
community. 

Met Serve 

Buckle Up Cairo! (BUC) is Metropolitan School’s 
campaign to promote and increase seat belt use not only 
within the Met Family, but also in Cairo and Egypt. The 
statistics are stark: if you do not wear a seat belt you are 
twice more likely to die in a road traffic accident than if 
you are wearing one. Metropolitan School takes 
everyone’s safety very seriously; this is why our aim is 
for every single person involved at Met – Students, 
Parents and Staff – to wear a seat belt for EVERY 
SINGLE JOURNEY they make. This will send out the 
strongest possible message to everyone we meet that we 
are serious about road safety. Always remember this 
phrase when you get into your car or bus:                       
Click, Clack Front and Back Buckle Up Cairo! The BUC 
Stops with YOU!  

MetBiz 

We are proud of young Met entrepreneurs Nora Said in 
Grade 4 and her sister Hana Said in Grade 2. Nora started 
her small ‘Slime’ business with the help of her sister 
Hana. They managed to create slime and sell it to their 
friends and family. They eventually succeeded to reach 
Alef bookstore (A well-known Book Seller), and are now 
having their products on sale inside their stores.  

 

The Met CCA Scouts sold candy grams on the 
Valentine’s Day which was part of their fundraising 
efforts, and all profits made went to a chosen charity. 
The Scouts then collected, processed the orders, and 
delivered them to their friends on that special Day. 
Happy Valentine’s Day! 

 



 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      
 

 
 
                      
 
 

 

        Dates for your Diary 

Thursday, March 1st, 2018 (8:30 am - 9:30 am) 

Met Leadership Parents Coffee Morning - Meeting Room 

  

Monday, March 5th, 2018 (9:00 am - 12:00 pm) 

Positive Parenting Coffee Morning ‘Fatherhood Session’ for Dads only - Meeting Room 

Tuesday, March 6th, 2018 (2:00pm-3:00pm) 

Science Fair (Grades 2- 6)  

  

Thursday, March 8th, 2018 

CCA Round 2 Ends – Some end of round club performances to take place  

the following week – To be communicated directly with involved parents 

 

Sunday, March 18th, 2018 - Thursday, March 22nd, 2018 

Spring Break 

 

Thursday, March 29th , 2018 

Student Led Conference (SLC) 

 

Thursday, March 1st, 2018 

Last Day of Literacy Week - Pajama Dress-Up day 

  


