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Fostering literacy does not stop at the school door. Literacy is 
integral to being an active participant in modern society. 
Without literacy life is extremely difficult, and we need your 
help. Parents can encourage their children by engaging in 
family literacy. Read together at night, either read aloud at 
bedtime, listen to your child, or read your own book while 
sitting next to your child. Model great reading by showing your 
own love of reading. Remember, even if you are attempting to 
increase fluency in English at home it is important to not 
neglect your mother tongue and continue to read in your first 
language, be it Arabic, French, or anything else.   

Do not discourage reading material if you feel it is “too easy” 
or “too difficult.” Sometimes your children may take home a 
Library book that you, as a parent, believe to be above or below 
their reading level but that that is OK! All students should be 
able to have fun, be excited to read about subjects they are 
interested in, and not be limited to reading only on their so 
called “level.” In the Library choosing their own Library book 
allows students to explore, be independent, and learn 
responsibility. It is important that their book selection is not 
closely policed or dictated. Readers only become readers if they 
explore and find out for themselves what they like. It is this 
love for reading that fosters and instills a culture of lifelong 
learning. Children need to develop a passion for reading, it 
should not be a chore. Keeping this in mind, if the chosen book 
is too challenging for your child, that opens up opportunities for 
you to spend quality time reading to your child or simply 
looking at and discussing the pictures in the book. 

Special Edition www.metropolitanschooleg.com 

Message from Met Librarian: 

Metropolitan’s second annual Literacy Week focused on 
making this essential skill fun and exciting! Literacy is more 
than simply being able to read and write, it is the skill of 
processing knowledge and gaining meaning from what is 
learned. Ultimately, literacy creates and instills a dedication to 
lifelong learning and allows individuals to participate fully in 
their community and society at large. But celebrating literacy 
does not take a back seat once the week is over. Literacy is 
essential in education, it is a foundational skill found at the 
center of Metropolitan’s Mission Statement wheel. During 
Literacy Week Metropolitan’s students were given many 
opportunities to embody the Vision, Mission, and Values of 
their school while enjoying literacy.  
 

The following newsletter highlights the events that took place 
during Literacy Week, but most importantly, this newsletter is 
a platform to allow the winning submissions from the writing 
and illustrating competitions to be published and celebrated. 
Happy reading! - Jackie Carter, Met Librarian 

Met Literacy Week Newsletter - Special Edition 2017 

Encouraging Family Literacy 

http://www.metropolitanschooleg.com/


 
 

  

 

                                                   
 
 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Read-a-thon and Book Donations 

Tamara Mohamed   KG1 Lime 

Faryda Bakr   KG1 Lime  

Omar Abdel Rahman  KG1 Lime 

Mohamed Ibrahim   KG1 Lime 

Yehia Wael Khalil   KG1 Lime 

Hala Abdel Rahman   KG1 Orange 

Hala Walid Seyam  KG1 Indigo 

Tallis Carter    KG2 White 

Kinda Fady Iskandar KG2 Turquoise 

Malak Ghareeb   KG2 Yellow 

Kenzy Seifalyazal   KG2 Maroon 

Hamza Eldesouky   Grade 1 Red 

Zeina Hatem Younis  Grade 1 Aqua 

Hana Walid Seyam  Grade 1 Navy  

Saja Soliman    Grade 2 Sky Blue 

Mohamed Rabie  Grade 2 Burgundy 

Laila Habashi  Grade 2 Burgundy 

Rawya Mohamed  Grade 2 Bubble Gum 

Farida Mohamed  Grade 2 Bubble Gum 

Mariam Yasser Youssef  Grade 4 Baby P. Blue  

Nour Rabie   Grade 4 Baby P. Blue 

Habiba Eldesouky  Grade 4 Baby P. Blue 

Youssef Mohamed   Grade 4 Emerald 

Gabriella Viker  Grade 5 Ginger 

Not everyone in our community is as fortunate as the students of Metropolitan when it comes to literacy. We were able 
to celebrate and have an event filled week, but Metropolitan students also discussed what it would be like if they were 
not able to read and write. We concluded that life would be much more difficult, even simple tasks like going to the 
grocery store are made easier with literacy. Many students wished to be good citizens and give back to their 
community, encouraging literacy for those who may not have access to all the resources they have access to. It is 
because of this dedication to community service that Metropolitan holds the annual Read-a-thon and used book 
collection. 

Thank you so much for everyone who participated in this event. A Read-a-thon, like a marathon for reading, is a fun 
challenge that encourages children to read. Holding a Read-a-thon also encourage community service and engagement, 
as participants raise money by asking friends and family to make a pledge for each page they read. To put a spin on     
Dr. Seuss’ famous quote “the more you read the more you earn.” And participating students certainly did prove this to 
be true during the Read-a-thon!!!!! This year Metropolitan students raised a whopping 4,094 EGP!  

All money collected, as well as the sizable amount of gently used books, will be donated to the organization              
‘Misr El Kheir’ to help support a school community in Upper Egypt. The money will go towards funding and building a 
classroom and supplying greatly needed educational resources.  

We thank all the below list of students who participated in this year’s Read-a-thon, as well as those that donated books 
(although many books were donated anonymously). They came from a cross section of grades and reading levels.                    



 
 

  

The Grade 1 team created books with stories about 
Metropolitan’s Pillars. Yassin Mahmoud wrote                     

a charmingly illustrated story about kindness, good 
citizenship, and cooperation. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yassin Tarek Mahmoud 
Grade 1 - Navy 

 
 

Writing Competition 

The central purpose of this newsletter is to highlight all of the amazing winning submissions from the Writing Competition. 
One winner was selected from each homeroom, yet all students should be proud of their work. There were many amazing 
submissions and the decisions were not easy to make. Congratulations to all chosen winners!!! 
 

 

Hamza Ahmed El Desouky in Grade 1 Red included 

almost all of the Pillars in his story! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Hamza Ahmed El Desouky  
Grade 1 - Red 

 
 

Adham Osama Massoud  
Grade 1 - Aqua 

 
 

Adham Massoud made a book about the importance of not                  
taking what is not yours and making the right choices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Honesty” 
I was walking down the street side walk when I found a toy in 
front of me. When I looked at the toy I thought that I may have 

played with it before. To be honest I went alllllll over the 
world and I talked in every language but it didn’t belong to 

anyone. I asked all of my friends but it didn’t belong to anyone 
and when I went to my parents and asked them if it is my toy 

they said they are not sure. 
 

So I made an advertisement on the newspaper and out on it my 
phone number. Then after two weeks the toy’s owner called 
me. I was really happy and after I gave it back to him I found 

out that I have a similar one in my toy box. - The end. 

“Yassin and the Old Lady” 
Yassin was walking to school. He found an old lady trying to 
cross the street. Yassin helped the old lady to cross the street. 

The lady thanked Yassin for his cooperation. 
 
 

“At The Park” 
 

Characters: Kids, dogs, and an old women. 
Setting: In the morning, at the park. 

 

 

There were some kids that go to the park every day to 

play. One day, they saw a dog which was barking 

loudly and running around. The kids think, is it 

searching for a bone to eat because it is hungry? They 

went and followed the dog, but they found an old 

woman who fell in a hole. 
 
 

The kids went to bring a rope to pull the woman. One of 

the kids said “we must cooperate together and hold the 

rope strongly.” 
 
 

They pulled the woman out of the hole, so she was very 

happy. She thanked the kids and told them, “you are 

very kind.” 
 
 

The kids went back home and told their parents the 

story. All of them were happy with the young good 

citizens. 

 



 
 

  

 
 

“Green Eggs and Ham” 
 

“Hi Cat! Would you like green eggs and ham?” 
“No, and call me Sam.” 

“Well, Sam, would you like ‘em in a boat? A sweet lovely boat?” 
“No, bat, ‘cause I forgot my coat.” 

“Would you like ‘em in a car? Your sweet-looking car?” 
“No, even if it is in a bar.” 

“Would you like ‘em in a rocket? A speed rocket?” 
“No, even if it’s in your pocket.” 

“Would you like ‘em in space? Frightening space?” 
“No, cause I’ll need to race.” 

“Would you like ‘em in a picnic? A sweet little picnic?” 
“Well, I’d like ‘em next to Mr. Dicnic.” 

Nasr Islam Attia  
Grade 2 - Sky Blue 

 
 

Grade 2 Sky Blue made booklets for their writing project 
inspired by books they had read in Library or their class. 
Nasr Attia rewrote Dr Seuss’ well-loved Green Eggs and      

Ham, keeping the rhyming similar to the original. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nasr also included an author’s biography: 
 

Nasr is an artist, author, and poet. Here’s one of his poems: 
I’ll raid your house 

(Even though it has a mouse) 
And will float like a boat on the sea! 

I am so sly, 
That I can fly! 

So sly, can fly, that’s me! 
 

Grade 2 Burgundy wrote acrostic poems. Halaa Elderiny 
chose to base her winning submission on the 

Metropolitan Pillar of “kindness.” 

Kindness is a pillar 
Inside we find kindness 

Nine friends make a team 
Designing kindness is fun 

Next step in kindness is respect 
Eggs can be decorated in kindness 

Six friends make a good team 
Seven people can be kind 

 

Halaa Elderiny 
Grade 2 - Burgundy 

 
 

Fairoz Shiha 
Grade 2 - Bubble Gum 

 
 

Grade 2 Bubble Gum made creative books.                              
Fairoz Shiha’s story displayed great imagination. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“At the Jungle” 
 

Once upon a time there was a little girl called Maliya. When 
she opened her eyes she saw animals holding her and she 
stood up for one second. The animals left her to see the 

jungle. She moved her head and eyes to the right side and 
said, “hmmm.” She got scared from the animals. She tried to 
run but she didn’t know how to run. The animals held her and 
put her away from them. At first she thought the animals will 
eat her, but she said to herself, “self, the animals are trying to 

help you.” 
 

After two years she started to grow and the animals act to let 
her learn things. She learned and learned until she started to 

grow bigger and bigger. And then she was an adult. She 
learned to talk and the last things she learned was her name. 
She found that her name was Maliya. The first sentence she 

said was “Where is my mom and dad?” 
 

The animals acted out that her mom and dad died. And then 
she said to them, “Did my dad and mom die?” and then she 

cried. The animals acted that everybody’s mom and dad dies.  
 

She said to them “I am not crying because my mom and dad.     
I am crying because I didn’t see my mom and dad.” 

 

She looked at the stars in the sky on one night and then the 
day after she found an old women. She went to her and asked 

her, “Who are you?” 
 

She said “I am an old grandma for a girl called Maliya.” 
 

And the girl said, “Do you know where are your children?” 
 

The old woman asked “How did you learn how to talk?” 
 

The girl said “The animals act and I learned from them.” 
 

The old woman said, “Come here and see our country. We are 
going to put you on the News so you can be famous.” 

 
Maliya went on to get married and she had two kids, a boy 

and a girl. And she lived happily ever after. 
 

The end! 
 
 



 
 

  

 Mohamed El Mahdy 
Grade 3 - Mango 

 
 

Lina Abdelghafor 
Grade 3 - Green Yellow 

 
 

Grade 3 Mango made fiction books, written from the 
perspective of a dog. There were many hilarious entries, 
including Mohamed El Mahdy’s winning submission. 

 

Grade 3 Green Yellow have been reading Charlotte’s Web 

as their class novel. Students were asked to pretend Wilbur 

the pig was their pet and write a letter to Mr. Zuckerman 

persuading him not to kill Wilber. Lina Abdelghafor’s 

submission was chosen as the most persuasive. 

 

“A Dog’s Life” 
 

Hi! My name is Mountain Protector, and I am a Siberian 

Husky. Did you know that I traveled to Egypt, but it’s so hot 

and I can’t survive. I traveled here because my owner and my 

friend Mohamed Hashish’s Spring Break, so he traveled here. 

But I am not happy because my food isn’t in this country. For 

example I like: chicken, beef, lamb, fish, fruits (no grapes, 

prunes, or raisins), and vegetables. 
 

The only things I hate to do is go to my dog doctor. His name 

is Frank, but I call him “Knucklehead,” because he hates me 

and all the time he lies to me and tells me that he has candy. 

But he doesn’t have candy, instead when he is finished he 

whistles, and I hate that sound. Aaahhhhh! 
 

I want to go back to my country Alaska, and Mohamed keeps 

saying that I’m young. But I’m old. I could survive from 12 to 

14 years in my dog’s life, and in human life I could survive 32 

years. So the worst thing is when your owner lies to you. I’m 

saying that especially to dogs. The good news I have is that 

I’m gonna do something I like: to eat! Then I’ll do the second 

thing I like is to play with my owner or with my dog friends. 

For example: Mohamed, Spooky Night, Ploddy, Ball Boy, 

and other friends. 
 

The last thing I like is to drink milk while watching TV with 

the massage thing, and I go to sleep while I’m doing all of 

that. What a good dog life! 
 

 

 

Dear Mr. Zuckerman, 

 

Wilbur is your pet pig. Please don’t kill him, he met a spider 

called Charlotte. She wrote on her webs words you saw, so 

please do not kill him. He is a fine pig. The words you saw are 

“some pig,” “terrific,” and “radiant.” The day of the fair 

Charlotte got an egg sac, she has five hundred and fourteen 

baby spiders. When the fair was over Charlotte died. She was 

the best friend of Wilbur, so please do not kill Wilbur because 

he is the most famous pig in the country. 

Love, Lina. 

 



 
 

  

 
Joury Ahmed Elsharkawy 

 Grade 4 - Baby Powder Blue 
 
 

Grade 4 Baby Powder Blue wrote rhyming and acrostic poems based on Metropolitan’s Pillars.  

Joury Ahmed Elsharkawy’s winning illustrated submission is below: 



 
 

  

 
Saja Elsherify  

Grade 4 - Emerald 
 
 

“Adventures of Space” 
 
 

Once upon a time there was a girl called Saja. She dreamed that she could go to any planet and build a country when she grew 

up. She told her parents, “I’m going to achieve my dream.” Her parents said, “Go talk to NASA to see if we can rent a 

spaceship, Saja.” Saja went to NASA and asked “Can I rent a spaceship for a year?” 
 

They said, “OK, Saja we will send you a text to tell you when you can come and take the spaceship, the first time you go we 

will send someone with you.” Saja went to Riley who was her best friend so she should tell her the news. When Riley found 

out she said “So can I go with you?” Saja said, “Of course, Riley, you are my best friend. Why don’t we get Michelle, James, 

West, Amanda, and Nouh?” Riley said “Let’s go!” So they went and all of their friends said “Yes, sure.” 
 

They all gathered up and said, “We will go to Mars and we will make a country.” Then NASA sent a text to Saja which read 

“Come today at sundown.” Saja told her friends. All her friends said “OK I’ll go pack my bag.” After they packed their bags 

they went to NASA and they were on the spaceship. Saja said “I hope that Mars would be beautiful like Earth.” Riley said, 

“Me too.” 
 

When they got there they were surprised that it had beaches and it had automatic phone service. Michelle said, “This place 

might really work as a place that we can live in.” West said, “Yes, it really might work. This place is amazing.” James, Nouh, 

Saja, Amanda, and Riley agreed. 
 

Then they started working to build villas. The first one was for Saja, then everyone else. Then they built a very big villa for 

their parents. After a couple of months their parents came and said “What a beautiful place you made.” They were so proud of 

their children. After they lived there for a couple of years Saja said “Everyone can come, but you need to call us first and pay 

200 dollars to come.” So a lot of people came to “Marasi,” which was what they called their country. They became famous for 

making a huge country. After that they went to Jupiter and got married. Their children went to Venus and worked together and 

made a country too. 
 

When Saja gave birth it was special. Her son dreamed the same thing when he was in Mars. He asked “Mama is this earth?” 

Saja said “No this is Mars, me and my friends made this country, which is why we are living here. But we will travel to earth 

soon, Austin.” Austin was Saja’s son’s name. When he was 8 years old he was studying about space. When he was 13 he said 

to Saja “I am going to Uranus. I want to build a country like you and daddy.” Saja said “oh my little baby is growing up!”  
 

So then Saja kept showing Austin her pics when she was building the country. Then he said “Mum, I want to be an astronaut.” 

His mom said, “OK Austin.” 
 

When Austin grew up he became an astronaut and he followed his mom’s dream as well. His father was West by the way, so 

he followed his mother and father’s dreams. 
 

 

 

Grade 4 Emerald wrote short stories focusing on the writing and editing process. There were many well thought 

out final drafts, the winning submission from Saja Elsherify shows creativity, imagination, and hard work. 

 



 
 

  

 
Noor Shafei  

Grade 5 - Ginger 
 
 

Grade 5 Ginger wrote short stories, the winning submission from Noor Shafei included 

 an important moral we can all learn from! 

 

“True Treasure” 
 

 

Once upon a time there was a very rich man called Omar. He had a huge company and factory. He was known as a kind and 

generous man. He never let anybody down and he helped whoever needed help, so he was loved. But all of a sudden his life 

changed. He lost a huge amount of money when his factory was burned with all the goods in it. He tried everything to fix his 

factory and get it back to business, but he couldn’t, his loss was big. His life turned from bad to worse. 
 

All of his friends felt sorry for him and decided to find a way to help him to start all over again but without embarrassing him. 
 

One day when he was at home sitting alone thinking of a way to overcome his problems he heard a noise outside his door.       

A lady calling for him. He went to her and asked “Do you know me? I’m Omar.” 
 

She said, “I have something for you,” and gave him a box. Omar took the box and opened it, it was full of gold. He was 

surprised, but when he turned to the lady to ask her where she got the box from and why did she give it to him? She was gone!! 
 

Omar was very happy and among his tears he thanked God for helping him and giving him a second change to start his life 

and business again. 
 

Omar built a new factory and worked very hard to succeed. But he didn’t forget the lady who gave him the gold box and was 

very eager to know who she was and why she gave him that box? 
 

He kept telling his story of the mysterious lady to the friends asking them to helped him find her to thank her and ask her for 

the answers to his questions. Omar’s friends decided that it is time to answer their friend’s questions, especially when they 

were sure that they succeeded in helping him. 
 

So they made a huge dinner party in his honor, celebrating his new life. When Omar arrived he was shocked when he saw his 

hostess!!! It was his mysterious lady!!! He looked to his friends asking them to explain everything to him. 
 

When his friends told him that this was their way of helping him without hurting his feeling he was touched and happy that he 

had such faithful and loving friends. He realized that God helped him when he gave him those friends, not the box of gold. 

The true treasure he had was his friends who stood by him and were his backbone. 
 

He also believed that friendship is priceless.  
 

 

 



 
 

  

 

Literary Inspired Artwork 

 
The Kindergarten Fine Arts Department focused on Literary Inspired artwork throughout the month in support of 

Literacy Week. The beautiful and fun projects were based on the artwork found on the pages of popular books.                   

The classes looked at the illustrations from The Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister, Water by Frank Asch, Sarah 

Cynthia Sylvia Stout by Shel Silverstein, and Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak. A few students 

were selected to showcase their Literary Inspired artwork in this Newsletter. Thank you Ms. Rebecca for producing 

such creative work with your students!  

 

Hassan Hassan - KG 2 White 

 

Mariam Sherif Youssef- KG 2 Maroon 

 

Mariam Soltan- KG 2 Yellow 

 

Candy Wassif – KG 1 Orange 

 

Asa Miller- KG1 Indigo 



 
 

  

 

 

Dana Safwat 
Gr. 1 Navy 

 
 

Rawya Mohamed 
Gr. 1 Red 

 
 

Decorated Door Competition 

 

DEAR Day 

 

 

Many homeroom classes invited “mystery readers” into their 
class during Literacy Week. Parents, grandparents, and teachers 
signed up to surprise the class with a special story time. The 
students did not know who was arriving, so it was exciting 
when the guest readers came. We had mystery readers read 
stories in English, French, and Arabic. Reading aloud to 
children, in any language, is the best way to encourage children 
to love reading themselves. It is one of the most important 
things a parent can do to promote literacy at home! Thank you 
for the parents, grandparents, and staff who surprised the 
children during Literacy Week. 

 

 

Assembly 

 

Mystery Readers 

The March Assembly was dedicated to Literacy Week, allowing 
the winners of writing competition to present their submissions in 
front of their peers. We all listened and supported the students 
while they read their winning submissions in front of the school 
body. They were all very brave and should be proud of their work! 

 

 

Homeroom classes were 

asked to decorate their 

classroom door based on       

a favorite book, genre, 

author, or literary theme. 

Metropolitan’s halls were 

made very colorful with all 

of the creative student work. 

The winning class went to 

Ms. Doniya and Grade 3 

Mango! Their door was 

covered with books created 

by the students themselves. 

 

 

“DEAR” stands for Drop Everything And Read. The entire 
school, including all teacher and admin staff participated in this 
activity where throughout the day a special bell rung and we all 
were expected to Drop Everything And Read. No matter where 
students or staff were, in the hallways or during PE, they stopped 
whatever they were doing and read for a few minutes. This is a 
great activity to encourage reading in a fun and exciting 
environment. DEAR Day plans to continue the tradition by 
organizing a few more surprise DEAR Days throughout the year. 

 

Dr. Seuss was a strong proponent and supporter of Literacy 
and the last day of Literacy Week (March 2nd) would have 
been his Birthday! To start the day in a celebratory mood 
Metropolitan students participated in a parade around campus. 
They came to school dressed up as their favorite characters 
from books and had a blast guessing who everyone was. It was 
great to see all the fun literacy costumes and characters come 
to life, and a creative way to learn about books students may 
not have been exposed to before! 
“The more that you read, the more things you will know.      
The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.” 

 

Dr. Seuss Day 

 

A big final thank you to everyone who was involved in making Metropolitan’s 
2nd annual Literacy Week a success!!! 


