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Message from the Executive Director: 

Met Corner 

 “Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; working together is success.” Henry Ford 

 

In February I asked to step down from my full-time commitment as Executive Director 

in order to be available to offer my expertise to education development projects that 

support the improvement of public schools and the literacy of women and children in 

Egypt, which has been my primary professional “home” in Egypt. I am honored to be 

joining the school board of Metropolitan School and look forward to continuing to be 

engaged in its growth and development. Additionally, I needed more time to devote to 

my Ph.D. studies, and to prepare for dissertation research which I plan to carry out in 

Egypt. You will continue to see me around as my husband and I plan to be frequent 

visitors at Metropolitan School programs and events. If asked, he might be persuaded to 

be Metropolitan’s Santa again! Warm regards - Patricia 

 There will be a new face in the Executive Director’s office in the coming weeks and 

his name is Kenneth Webley. “Mr. Ken” is an American educator with more than 25 

years of experience leading schools, including over a decade in leadership positions 

with Sarasota High School, Florida, USA and more recently with Adesoye College in 

central Nigeria. Mr. Ken received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Mathematics from 

Bethune-Cookman University, and from Florida Atlantic University he received his 

Master of Education degree and Education Specialist degree. Currently he is pursuing 

his Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) degree with Johns Hopkins University. 

 

On June 16 Metropolitan School staff came together for a final 

staff meeting for the 2015-2016 school year to celebrate 

accomplishments and recognize staff for outstanding service to 

our students and parents. Two teachers were commended for 

their professional performance during the 2015-2016 school year. 

Ms. Nicola was named Best Teacher of the Year for achieving 

the highest level of performance on the teacher performance 

appraisal system, and Ms. Andrea was recognized as the teacher 

with the most significant professional growth during the 2015-

2016 school year, as per the teacher performance appraisal 

system. Ms. Perihan was named Best Teacher Assistant of the 

Year.  With our end of year celebrations, Metropolitan School 
 
 

recognized administrative staff for delivering outstanding services to our students and parents. Please join us in congratulating 

Ms. Ghada Elattar, our PRE, who was awarded our Metropolitan School trophy for her exemplary efforts in organizing different 

projects that reflected the 3 main pillars and values of our mission. A special thank you for contributions to the development of 

Metropolitan School was given to Ms. Patricia, Executive Director, Ms. Annerie Krause, Curriculum Coordinator and Ms. Hedi, 

Chief Operations Officer. Additionally, for their many contributions that have supported the academic program and daily 

activities several administrative and support staff received certificates of appreciation. Staff receiving recognition were:            

Ms. Nour Lazen, Ms. Sarah Katamish, Ms. Ghada Elattar, Ms. Marwa Menoufi, Ms. Marina Azmy, Mr. Tamer Ashour,              

Dr. Yasmine AlRaii, Ms. Zainab, Mr. Mohamed Saad and Mr. Badr. 

http://www.metropolitanschooleg.com/


 
 

  

 

                                                   
 
 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Parents Corner 

Our Parent Teacher Association, is not a regular association, it 
is an exceptional one. PTA Parents became an essential part of 
the Metropolitan School Family and our academic year 
wouldn’t have been successful without their tremendous 
support and help to us! In our last meeting for the year, we had 
the chance to watch a video designed to showcase the special 
moments we had together as a committee throughout the year. 
We appreciate everything they did and it wouldn't have been 
the same without each and every one of them. Thank you 
from the heart! 

 

 

 

Many of our wonderful parents showered us with lovely 
souvenirs during different celebrating occasions throughout 
the year. In Ramadan, two of our parents gifted the School 
with beautifully designed lanterns to add to our Ramadan 
themed decoration at the school entrance. Ms. Eman Galal 
designed a lantern that reflects the school colors and Ms. 
Safia Ahmed made sure the lantern she bought reflected our 
school colors! We would like to thank our Parents for their 
wonderful gesture and valuable contributions to Metropolitan 
School. Ramadan Kareem to all! 

Since the beginning of the year Met PTA committee was in continuous effort to fulfill its goals by supporting the school and the 

parent community in every aspect. At the Spring Festival Met PTA initiated its 1st Bake Sale as a fundraising for helping less-

fortunate people by the beginning of the Holy Month. Some of the amazing and committed PTA members took ownership of this 

project and just made it happen. By the end of the Spring Festival Day and with the support of the wonderful Metropolitan 

parents and students, Met PTA’s 1st Bake Sale collected enough money to create 80 Ramadan Bags. Each bag contained rice, oil, 

pasta, butter, tomato sauce, sugar and tea. 

Met PTA committee even went further and asked the whole Metropolitan School parent community to go an extra mile and 

donate one item per student as a way to educate our children about Ramadan and the concept of giving and why we do it. We got 

a huge response from most of the parents and we managed to raise the number of bags to 114, with one parent donating complete 

bags on her own. 

The School delivered the bags to families living in the outskirts of Maadi and Torab El Yahood who are in a great need for 

anything especially in the Month of blessings. We are proud of this collaboration we have between the School and the Met PTA. 

At the end we would like to thank all the parents for their support, the school for its efforts and last but not least all Met PTA 

members who participated in this fundraising projects specially members who did even more than anyone could asked for and 

without them the whole project wouldn’t been possible and successful. 
 

 

RAMADAN KAREEM to you all! Mahmoud M. Abdulaziz -Met PTA Vice Chairman, Metropolitan School 



 
 

  

 

Flash News 

Metropolitan School supports any creative individualized 
approach to discovering a learners’ needs and unlock their 
potential. This is evident not only during the assessment process 
but in the classroom as well.  Assessing learners involves many 
things. Successful observations allow the assessor to capture 
meaningful details while the learner is engaged in various 
activities. The very young learners often experience some 
anxiety when coming for an assessment.  This is to be expected 
and even though we make every attempt to create a friendly, 
positive and cheerful atmosphere, some learners need                   
a different approach to feel safe enough to do their best.   
Such was the case for one KG1 applicant who was unable to 
stop crying and unable to do any of the regular assessment tasks 
using our standard assessment tools.  Recognizing the potential 
of this young learner, our assessment moderator, Ms. Janet, 
requested the child return a few months later, which he did. This 
time he wasn’t crying but was still wary.  Remembering the 
child really liked dinosaurs and enjoyed watching Animal 
Planet, Ms. Janet found and used a large, colorful book about 
dinosaurs and was able to engage the learner enough to discover 
his knowledge of colors, numbers, letters and shapes. Talking 
about Animal Planet and the animals pictured in the book, Ms. 
Janet was able to assess the learners’ cognitive, language and 
social skills as well. During the assessment he relaxed enough 
to make silly jokes and laugh with Ms. Janet.  
Months later, this young boy returned to Metropolitan with his 
father who was paying his son’s tuition.  He specifically asked 
to see our assessment moderator Ms. Janet and they spent some 
time in the Met Boy/Girl area talking, playing Legos and 
laughing.  Upon leaving, his father smiled and said “This school 
feels like family.” - It was a good day. 

 
 

Our KG I & II students were busy creating Ramadan 

Lanterns and Ramadan themed decorations to beautify 

their school during the Holy Month of Ramadan. After 

they finished making their Lanterns, they happily 

travelled around the school singing with joy the 

“Wahawy ya wahawy” song to welcome the beginning 

of Ramadan while distributing the handmade lanterns to 

different Met team members. 

 

 

On June 21st, we celebrated the KG2 students as they 

graduated from Kindergarten and into First Grade. The 

students have worked hard all year for this moment. 

Graduation certificates were handed out to all students 

and Parents were invited to celebrate with us this 

special moment. They got a chance as well to take 

memorable photos for this special moment. 

Congratulations to all of our KG2 graduates! 

 



 
 

  

Flash News 

On June 2, 2016, Metropolitan School closed its inaugural event season with its first “Spring Festival”. It was a full-school 
festival in which the students celebrated growth, creativity, and Spring. The festival featured booths and games created and 
staffed by the PTA, entrepreneurship projects by grades 2, 3, and 4, local vendors and caterers, and class-by-class 
performances.  

Each class artistically performed a small piece in front of our precious Met parents. The acts included, singing, dancing 
and poetry. Thank you to all the parents who helped to put together superb costumes to ensure the children looked the part. 
Throughout the show medals were awarded for the Academic Olympic winners from the previous day’s competition. The 
children took part in Math, English and memory tests and were rewarded based on their combined scores. 

Special thanks are due to our events coordinator Ms. Sarah Katamish and Metropolitan School's PTA for creating such        
a memorable event. 

 



 
 

  

 

MetBiz 

Both the Grade 3 and Grade 4 Entrepreneurship Classes presented 
their final projects during the Spring Festival. The Grade 3 MetBiz 
class has been working all year to create their friendship bracelet 
businesses. They worked through the “Entrepreneurial Cycle” from 
designing the products, to manufacturing their visions by hand, to 
marketing their companies, and finally to experiencing sales and 
customer service, all while increasing their financial literacy. The 
Spring Show Sales Bazaar was the culmination of a lot of work and 
planning, the formerly imaginary companies came to life as REAL 
companies, selling their hand crafted products to real customers 
and earning real money. It was exciting to see all their hard work 
finally take the spotlight!  
 

The MetMovie Entrepreneurial class has spent the year focusing on 
cooperation and collaboration and how working well as a team 
relates to being successful both in business and in life. Six 
animated movie “Production Companies” were founded and each 
group made a short animated film. The students designed and 
storyboarded their ideas and produced their vision online software. 
The course culminated with a Box Office Sales Event and Movie 
Screening, in which the students learned about the importance of 
marketing and had a chance to participate in community service, 
raising money for Charity at the Box Office voting booth. Three of 
the teams won awards for their work. There was a “Best 
Teamwork” award for working together well in class, a “Highest 
Grossing at the Box Office” award for their marketing during the 
Spring Festival, and a “Best Movie” award as voted for by the 
class. 
 

Together, the Entrepreneurial Classes raised over 1000 EGP during 
the Spring Festival, all proceeds were donated to Ramadan Charity, 
giving the students a chance to not only be Entrepreneurs but also 
ethical community citizens representing Metropolitan. The MetBiz 
and MetMovie activities are illustrative examples of integrated 
learning. The students enhanced their creativity, presentation skills, 
teamwork skills, English and Math skills, all while encouraging the 
Entrepreneurial spirit central to Metropolitan’s Vision and 
Mission. 
 

 

                         

 

“Best Teamwork” 

Behind the Curtains 

* Rodaina Lasheen 

           * Karim Raafat 

* Salma Ramadan 

 

“Highest Grossing at the Box Office” 
 

       The Millionaires 

               * Yassin Elembaby 

           * Muhammad Elmazzahi 

             * Shehabeldin Hafez 

“Best Movie” 

 Creation Studio 

  * Aly Mansour 

        * Abdulrahman Ibrahim 

               * Adam S Hanafi 



 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      
 

 
 
                      
 
 

         Dates for your Diary 

Grade 2 gave a small Ramadan gift to each of our nannies and 

matrons. They collected money to buy the supplies and tins 

and we spent time in class filling the tins and writing thank 

you cards for the helpers. The children really enjoyed filling 

the tins with dried fruits, discussing the importance of 

breaking fast with a healthy food. After filling the tins and 

writing cards, Grade 2 went around the school and personally 

delivered the gifts to each helper. 

MetServe Egyptian Citizenship & Values 

Since Ramadan is a time for family gatherings and thinking of 

others, the KG Family each held a Class Dish Party. They 

celebrated their year together, shared wonderful food and 

played party games. For a small donation the children were 

permitted to dress out of uniform, the money raised was added 

to our Ramadan fund raising. All throughout the year we have 

talked about how there are many others less fortunate than 

ourselves, the act of giving is very much an Egyptian Value. 

The children and teachers had a wonderful afternoon and wish 

to thank parents for the effort they made. 

Thursday, September 1st, 2016   

Grade 1- 5 First Day of School 

 

Sunday, September 11th, 2016 - Tuesday, September 13th, 2016 (TBC) 

Eid Al Adha (School Closed)  

 
 

Sunday, September 4th, 2016   

Pre-K, KG I & KG II  First Day of School 
 
 

Tuesday, August 30th, 2016   

Grade 1- 5 Student/ Parent Orientation Day 

 

 Wednesday, August 31st, 2016   

Pre-K, KG I & KG II Student/ Parent Orientation Day 

 

 


