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One of the highlights of Literacy 
Week was the Elementary Writing 
Competition. Students from 1st to 4th 
Grade worked on their submissions 
with their homeroom teachers. They 
learned about new writing styles, 
such as poetry, and how to edit their 
stories to make a final draft. Some of 
the classes even produced their own 
bound books. All of the students 
should be proud of their creations, as 
it was a very difficult decision to 
narrow down the submissions and 
choose the winners. The winners 
were announced during morning line 
and each winner received a 70le gift 
voucher for the Book Fair, the chance 
to read their story or poem in front of 
their school mates at an assembly, 
and finally, the opportunity for their 
works to be published for all to see in 
this newsletter!  

Special Edition www.metropolitanschooleg.com 

Message from Ms. Jackie our Librarian: 

Grade 1 - Navy 

The first issue of Metropolitan School’s 
Special Edition Literacy Week 
Newsletter™ outlines the events and 
activities that happened during Literacy 
Week. Most importantly this is a platform 
to allow the Winning Submissions for the 
Writing and Bookmark Competitions to 
be published! Literacy Week was a fun 
and academic success. Literacy is more 
than knowing how to read and write. 
Literacy is the skill of processing 
knowledge and gaining meaning from 
what is learned, it is the foundation of 
everything we do in school. Literacy 
creates and instills a dedication to lifelong 
learning and allows individuals to 
participate fully in their community and 
society at large. During Literacy Week 
Metropolitan’s students were given many 
opportunities to embody the Vision, 
Mission, and Values of their school with 
activities directed towards community 
service, independence, and encouraging 
the entrepreneurial spirit. 

Met Literacy Week Newsletter – Special Edition 

Writing Competition Winning Submissions 

What follows are the ten amazing winning submissions from the 
writing competition, including some of the fantastic illustrations. 

http://www.metropolitanschooleg.com/


 
 

  

 

                                                   
 
 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Short Story Competition Winner 
Grade 1 - Navy 

 
 

Poetry Illustration Winner 
Grade 1 - Red 

Poetry Competition Winner 
Grade 1 - Red 

Nour Mostafa 
 

Origami 
 

I like origami because it is fun 
The way I like to run 
I do origami to learn 

That’s my life concern 
 

 
 

 

Sarah Hafez 
 

 

Nobody Helped About How to be a 
Friend. 
 
About how to be a friend, like when Cady and      
I became friends! First, I went to the park. When 
I got to the park I found a girl.      I said, “What 
is your name?”  
 

She said, “Cady.”  
 

I said, “Can I be your friend?”  
She said, “Yes.” 
 

Then I got to the park again and we played nice. 
Then I got home to make a party. Then Cady 
came to the party and she then got home. 
 

 

Mohamed Mansour 
 

Playing 
 

Children playing in the street 
Dirty face and dirty feet 

Playing, hopping, and singing 
 

 

Short Story Illustration Winner 
Grade 1 - Navy 

 
 

Nasr Islam 
 

I Played with my Friend Ali 
 

One sunny morning, I went with 

my friend Ali to an amazing 

games room. First, I and Ali 

played an online football game. 

 

 

 

Next I got to school. I found her in my school. Well it’s not my school but I’m in it. Right, I will see you tomorrow. 
At last I will be your friend.  
 

 

Thanks. The End. Bye 

Then we played cars and it was really fun. The cars were fast and powerful. Next, we ate delicious hot dogs. 

Finally, Ali and I went home in dad’s car. 

 



 
 

  

Short Story Competition Winner  
Grade 2 – Sky Blue 

 
 

 

The girl cared for it for ever and ever and ever and 
they ate it together and the girl was happy. Then 
when she was older her dad got her some flower 
pots to grow her flowers in. 
She thanked her dad when she grew big. She was 
amazing at gardening. They were all proud of her. 
She worked as a gardener. She was a big gardening 
star. She always had a lot of flowers. 

Short Story Illustration Winner 
Grade 2 – Sky Blue 

 
 

Emmy Zaki 
Olivia 
 

Once upon a time there lived a 
little girl called Olivia. One day 
she got lost. She was scared. 
She was only 3. That is young 
to be left alone. She didn’t 
know where to go. Then she 
found a small fluffy gray kitten 
in the middle of the forest. The 
kitten needed to go to the vet 
because she was limping on her 
right leg. Luckily Olivia knew 
where a vet was. She took the 
kitten to the vet.  

Short Story Competition Winner  
Grade 3 – Green Yellow 

 
 

That means that the wizard will not be rich. The 
wizard was so upset, he waved his wand and threw 
the dragon into the forest. The dragon was so upset so 
he left.  
After a long time the wizard’s hand was old and 
wrinkled. He needed the dragon. So he found the 
dragon. The dragon laid a golden present. The wizard 
got the gold and went to the hospital. The dragon was 
crying because he loved the wizard. Then the doctor 
said he will die after one week. The dragon’s heart 
was broken. One week passed and the wizard died. 
The dragon went home sadly. He went back to the 
forest and had lots of friends comfort him. 

Short Story Competition Winner 
Grade 3 – Green Yellow 

 
 

He found his secret identity there. Someone was using 
it. He went to get it. Someone called the cops.  
The dragon was strong. He got shot many times but 
survived. He saw the ghost helping him. The ghost also 
saved his secret identity. The identity was a magic ring 
that can turn the dragon and the ghost into humans.  
The dragon and the ghost were friends and their real 
names were Bill and Bobby. They were best friends 
forever and went to school together and went to kill the 
aliens together. They could not find the aliens but the 
next day they went up to space again and found the real 
aliens on the moon. Finally Bill and Bobby killed them. 

Razan Metwally 
The Lovely Garden 
 

Once upon a time there lived 
a girl that lived with a lovely 
garden. She loved the 
garden. One day she went 
outside, she was gardening 
when a new flower grew. 
She went inside to ask her 
mom what it was. Her mom 
said, “It is a mango plant.” 
The little girl said,   “What is 
a mango plant?” “A mango 
plant is a plant that is 
beautiful and it is a plant that 
brings fruit,” the mom said. 
 
 

 

“I will first go find my house and take you home,” she 
said.  At the vet the kitten had an x-ray and found she had             
a broken bone. After fixing the leg the kitten was happy. 
The vet knew Olivia’s mum so took her and her new kitten 
home. They had some cookies and welcomed Olivia. She 
was tired when she came back, so she went to bed with her 
new kitten. She was so happy. 

Maya Taher 
 
The Wizard and the 
Dragon 
 

Once upon a time there 
was a wizard who had a 
dragon. The dragon was 
magical. It laid presents 
every day. One day the 
dragon laid a present. In 
the present was a gold 
butterfly. This butterfly 
had boots. She was 
walking!! The wizard 
waved his wand. The 
butterfly turned to gold. 
The wizard was so rich. 
But one day the dragon 
didn’t lay a present.  

Omar Darwish 
 

The Dragon and the 
Ghost 
The big green dragon saw 
a ghost in space. They saw 
a soccer ball and the ghost 
asked the dragon, “Can I 
play with you?”  
The dragon said, “No.”  
This started a fight. The 
saw aliens and then they 
went down to earth. The 
dragon had a secret 
identity that he lost when 
he fell to the earth. He 
landed in Orlando, Florida.  



 
 

  

Poetry Competition Winner 
Grade 4 – Baby Powder Blue 

Luna Hafez 
 

School 
 

Once I dive into these 
pages 
 

I may not come out for 
ages 

When I write I can’t stop 

Or I would be in prison 
for a cop 

I have so many books 

I can’t even hang my 
hooks 

There is school 
Where it is cool 
 

Do you like school? 
Well I like tools 

 
 

Short Story Competition Winner  
Grade 4 – Baby Powder Blue 

 
 

They couldn’t breathe because of the food. Jack said,      
“I can’t breathe.”  
 

Victoria said, “Me too.”  
 

Then it was time to pay. Victoria called the waiter to pay. 

Jack said, “Oh wait, wait. I forgot my money at home.” 
 

Victoria said, “Are you kidding me?”  
 

Jack said, “Okay, okay. Can you call Jessica, Billy, Zack, 

or Sandra?”  

When she called Jessica her phone didn’t have battery.  
 

Then Victoria said, “Okay, okay. Why don’t you call 

them?”  
 

Jack said, “My phone is not working.”  
 

Then the garçon said, “You have to work in the kitchen.” 

They shouted, “IN THE KITCHEN???!!!??!?!?!” 

They kept cutting and cutting. Something disgusting.       

It was so slimy. Then they finished. They wanted to go 

out the kitchen. Jack was going out and suddenly he 

broke a bunch of plates. Then the waiter said, “Oh, you 

are staying here.”  
 

He stayed and gave the chef a massage. 
 

Finally THE END 

Yaseen Elembaby 
 
Jack and Victoria 
 
One day there was a girl 

called Victoria. She had a 

friend called Jack. One 

day Jack called Victoria 

and said, “Hi Victoria. 

Why don’t you come with 

me to Mori Sushi?”  

Victoria said, “Yes, Jack.”  

Jack said, “Don’t get your 

bag with you.”  

Victoria said, “Okay!” 

Then they went to the 

restaurant. They ate tons 

and tons of food.  

 
 

School Assemblies 

Assemblies for Kindergarten and Elementary students 

were arranged during the week, at which special guest 

storyteller, Ms. Magda ElSehrawy, told some exciting 

traditional tales and talked about what reading means to 

her. The assemblies were also an opportunity to 

announce the winners of the Bookmark competition, 

and for the winners of the Elementary Writing 

Competition to present their submissions to an 

audience. The students enjoyed listening to the stories 

of both the storyteller and their peers. 



 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Bookmark Competition Winners 

During Art class all the students from pre-Kindergarten to Grade 4 created bookmarks to submit to the 
Bookmark Competition. A winner from each grade was selected and announced during the Literacy Week 
Assemblies. Winners received a certificate and the chance to have their work published in this newsletter. 
Metropolitan School will also be producing copies of these bookmarks as part of future marketing 
campaigns! Below are the winning submissions from each grade. 
 
 
 
 

Initially there was an innovative entrepreneurial business plan to sell the bookmarks at the Book Fair in order 
to raise money for charity, emphasizing the importance of a dedication to community service. This idea was 
inspired by a suggestion from 2nd Grade student Emmy Zaki. Unfortunately, students were too excited trying 
to find their own bookmark that this activity was suspended. A selection of bookmarks will be displayed 
during the Egypt Week Art Show. 

Lina Elnmr 
(Front) 
Pre- K 

 
 

Karim Emam 
KG1 Lime 

 
 

Lina Elnmr 
(Back) 
Pre- K 

 
 

Nour Ramadan 
KG2 Turquoise 
 

 

Dana Safwat 
Gr. 1 Navy 

 
 

Alex Badawy 
Gr. 2 Sky Blue 

 
 

Rawya Mohamed 
Gr. 1 Red 

 
 

Farida Ibrahim 
KG1 Orange 

 
 

Joudy Mousa 
KG1 Indigo 

 
 

Layla Amin 
KG2 Yellow 

 
 

Jaida Salah 
Gr. 3 Green Yellow 
 

 

Mariam Ramadan 
Gr. 4 Baby Powder Blue 

 
 



 
 

  

Read-A-Thon Results 

A Read-A-Thon, like a marathon for reading, is a fun challenge that encourages children to read. Holding a Read-
A-Thon also encourage community service and engagement, as participants raise money by asking friends and 
family to make a pledge for each page they read. The money collected usually goes towards charity or other worthy 
causes, such as putting new books and school supplies into the hands of children who need them most.  
 
Metropolitan School’s Read-A-Thon collected 1,033 EGP in donations for Al Forqan Orphanage. That is a good 
amount of money, especially considering only 14 students participated this year. Hopefully next year a higher 
number of students will take part in this fun challenge. Think of all the money we could collect for charity if the 
entire school participates! Let’s make next year’s Read-A-Thon AMAZING with a goal of full participation. 
 

The list of this year’s participants were: 
 

Habiba ElDesouky  Grade 3 
Maya Mostafa  Grade 3 
Rahama Rufai   Grade 3 
 

Joulia Shaabani Grade 1 Red 
Laila Habashi   Grade 1 Red       
Nour Hany Mostafa Grade 1 Red 
Rawya Mohamed  Grade 1 Red 
 

Ahmed ElKholy  Grade 1 Navy 
Nour Islam Eid Grade 1 Navy 
 

Ahmed Mostafa  KG 2 Turquoise 
Rasheed Heggam  KG 2 Turquoise 
 

Ahmed Gawish  KG 2 Yellow 
Hamza ElDesouky  KG 2 Yellow 
 

Tal Carter   KG 1 Indigo 
 

The student who collected the most money was Rahama Rufai. Rahama and her supporters raised 265 EGP for 
charity!  
 

The student who recorded reading the most pages was Habiba ElDesouky. Habiba read 200 pages over literacy 
week, including finishing 3rd Grade’s class novel, Charlotte’s Web, and The Magic Tree House: Tigers at 
Twilight. 
 

Congratulations to all the students who participated and challenged themselves with the Read-A-Thon! And a big 
thank you for raising money for Al Forqan Orphanage. 

Book Donation Box 

With the Book Donation Box we asked for gently 

used books in any language and for any age to be 

donated to those less fortunate than ourselves. The 

purple boxes were displayed at the school’s front 

reception throughout the month of February. Students 

brought a number of books in both English and 

Arabic. These books were donated to Al Forqan 

Orphanage. 



 
 

  

Metropolitan invited the bookstore “Books & Books” 
into the school for our first annual Book Fair. All 
students had the chance to visit the Fair twice during 
class time. Independent selection of books was 
encouraged with the activity of filling out                       
a “Requisition Form,” or wish list. The students were 
required to bring this form home to parents to discuss 
their budget and determine what books they were 
allowed to purchase the following day.  

For the last two days of the week there was also            
a second Arabic Language Book Fair, with guest 
Bookstore “Al Balsam Bookstore”. Encouraging 
reading in the students’ mother tongue is an important 
part of increasing literacy. The Book Fair received       
a great amount of traffic, even outside of class time, 
and was one of the most popular events. 

Book Fair 

DEAR Day 

“DEAR” stands for Drop Everything And Read. The 
entire school, including all teacher and admin staff 
participated in this activity where throughout the day a 
special bell rung and we all were expected to Drop 
Everything And Read. No matter where students or 
staff were, in the hallways or during PE, they stopped 
what they were doing and read for a few minutes. This 
is a great activity to encourage reading in a fun and 
exciting environment. DEAR Day was such a success 
that Metropolitan plans to continue the tradition by 
organizing surprise DEAR Days throughout the year. 
Some classes have also incorporated their own DEAR 
time into their curriculum. 

Mystery Readers 

Many homeroom classes invited “mystery readers” 

into their class during Literacy Week. Parents, 

grandparents, and teachers signed up to surprise the 

class with a special storytime. The students did not 

know who was arriving, so it was exciting when the 

guest readers came. We had mystery readers read 

stories in English, French, Arabic, and Spanish. Many 

homeroom classes have decided to continue this 

activity. Reading aloud to children, in any language, is 

the best way to encourage children to love reading 

themselves. It is one of the most important things a 

parent can do to promote literacy at home! Thank you 

for the parents, grandparents, and staff who surprised 

the children during Literacy Week. 



 
 

  

 
We Love to Read at Home Photos 

Parents were asked to send in photos of their children reading at home. We created a photographic 
display of the students in their favorite places to read. This was a fun way to show a personalized 
enjoyment of reading outside of school. 

 

Dress-Up Day 

On the last day of Literacy Week students were asked to 
dress-up in costumes according to their classroom theme, or 
another literacy character of their choice. To showcase the 
costumes all students participated in a parade around school. 
It was great to see all the fun literacy costumes and 
characters come to life! 

The classroom themes were as follows: 

KG1  Dr. Seuss 

KG2  Eric Carle 

Grade 1  Pirates 

Grade 2 Roald Dahl 

Grade 3 Adaptations: from book to movie 

Grade 4 1001 Arabian Nights 

Cross-class Storytelling 

 

Students from the older grades had the chance to read or 

perform stories for the younger grades. This activity was a 

fun way for students to get exposure to and practice their 

reading, storytelling, and public speaking. It also 

encouraged positive interactions between grades. Some 

classes performed a story for the entire class, others chose 

to read books to the younger students one-to-one. 

 


